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F rench A lliance D ay 
 
O n M ay 6, 1778 at V alley Forge, officers and soldiers of the C ontinental A rm y 
m arched by brigade to the “G rand Parade” at the center of cam p and fired salutes 
honoring the recently announced alliance w ith  France. A rtillery and m usket 
salutes w ere follow ed by “H uzzas!” for the K ing of France, the friendly E uropean 
pow ers, and the U nited States of A m erica. 
 
T he day continued w ith  general rejoicing throughout the arm y, as all recognized 
w hat the entry of France into the w ar could m ean for the cause of A m erican 
independence. Indeed, the celebration w as of such an extent that C olonel 
A lexander Scam m el w rote, “T he general joy seem ed to create a forgetfulness of 
past toils and fatigues.” 
 
France, a long-tim e rival of B ritain, had seized the opportunity offered by the 
A m erican R evolution to gain revenge on her old  enem y. From  the m om ent the 
shooting broke out at L exington and C oncord in 1775, France had assisted the 
A m erican cause w ith  m ilitary supplies, m oney, and other support. W hile at first 
providing assistance in secret, the French decided after three years of w arfare 
that he tim e had com e for open involvem ent. 
 
In February of 1778, treaties of com m erce and alliance w ere signed by m em bers 
of the French governm ent and the A m erican delegation in Paris. R atification of 
the treaties by C ongress on M ay 4 led to the C ontinental A rm y celebration at 
V alley Forge on M ay 6. T he young French noblem an, the M arquis de L afayette, 
already a M ajor G eneral in the C ontinental A rm y, w rote, “M y country has at least 
taken action. I truly love the A m erican cause w ith  the greatest enthusiasm .” 
 
W atch as an artillery crew  fires a salute on the G rand Parade ground on the 229th  
anniversary of French A lliance, M ay 6 2007. 

 


